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GARFIELD COUNTY ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD (EAB) MEETING  
 Thursday, September 4th, 2008 

 Minutes (FINAL)  
Location: Garfield County Health & Human Services Building in Rifle, Colorado 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Ms. Betsy Suerth called the meeting to order at 6:06 pm. EAB members introduced themselves. EAB members in 
attendance: 

 
Suerth, Betsy    EAB Chair – Town of Silt 
Black, Jon    EAB Vice Chair – Antero Resources 
Braaten, Mike    EAB Secretary – City of Rifle 
Jordan, Judy    Garfield County Oil & Gas 
Mumma, Don    Battlement Mesa Oil & Gas Committee 
Wells, Marion    Rulison/Taughenbaugh Mesa/Morrisania Mesa 
Bedell, Kathryn    Roan Creek 
Brynildson, Scott   Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa 
Savage, Joan    Parachute/Battlement Mesa 
Shed, Monty    Bill Barrett Corporation 
DeBerry, Michael   Chevron 
Wagner, Derek    Conoco Phillips 
Long, Sher    EnCana 
Bankert, Wayne    Laramie Energy II 
Coleman, Bob    Marathon Oil 
Padilla, Daniel    OXY Oil & Gas Corporation 
Alvillar, Susan    Williams Production 
 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Betsy Suerth entertained a motion to approve minutes from the last meeting on Thursday, August 7th, 2008.   
Marion Wells moved to accept the minutes as presented and Michael DeBerry seconded.  The board then voted 
unanimously to approve. 
 
Betsy asked the board for an agenda change to add a 10 minute item before the first public comment to conduct a 
discussion among the board members regarding a matter raised by the BOCC on Tuesday and the purpose of this 
board: 
 
Betsy Suerth:  It is my obligation to inform the board that on Tuesday I was contacted by the county manager and chair 
of the BOCC regarding a motion made at the September 2nd BOCC meeting.  The motion was to not allow the EAB to 
conduct political campaign forums as a course of our operation and passed 2-0.  I was contacted by the county to be 
informed specifically because they were aware that the EAB had voted to invite the county commissioner candidates to 
speak during public comment period for 5 minutes each.  The commissioners have viewed this action as a political 
activity.  I defer to the board for guidance on how you would like me to proceed with the meeting and during the 
public comment.  I open the issue up to the board for discussion before opening the public comment. 

Marion Wells:  The failure to allow future bosses to speak to the board in any fashion is dismissive to this board.  It 
was the board chair from months ago that originally suggested the opportunity be given to candidates.  No objection 
was raised then or in the three subsequent meetings.  In the past, the EAB has extended invitations for candidates to 
address the board separate from public comments, so why is it changing now and why did the board move, second and 
vote to allow them to speak during public comments, which is already their privilege.   This was obviously planned in 
advance and it certainly drew a line in the sand of who’s in charge here.  Is that positive proactive communications?  I 
have been reading our by-laws this week and I understood this week that the commission decided that this educational 
presentation was beyond our scope.  All candidates were invited, it wasn’t partisan and it is not campaign politics as 
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some have indicated.  It was an opportunity for the candidates who become our bosses to state their positions about 
this boards’ purpose and its validity and this board is supposed to be informative. So why are there some that are so 
afraid of allowing information to be disclosed that plans are made to derail an approved presentation? 

Sher Long:  I recall in the past that Kathleen Curry came to speak to the board about a specific piece of proposed 
legislation.  The board did listen, ask questions, vote and sent a decision as a board to the county commission.  In the 
case of candidates for and office, we are not being asked and should not be asked to take a position as far as voting on 
anything, is that the difference we are talking about here?  We sit as an advisory board to the county commission.  
Does hearing candidates speak about their campaigning and issues fit into what we are trying to do and what our by-
laws state as our goal and objective? 

Marion Wells:  There have been other candidates that have spoken before this board, Al White and his opponent, Tresi 
Houpt, they were called out during the meeting by the chair if they had any comments to make.  The motion made at 
the last meeting was to give the candidates 5 minutes to talk about what they consider important.  It was not 
campaigning or question and answer offered to be done.  We have done other educational presentations to inform the 
public about oil and gas industry. It is not campaigning.  I don’t see why the situation is inappropriate to the BOCC.  
The EAB majority spoke last month and said it was appropriate and that bothers me.  

Jon Black:  In light of Marion’s statements I will read correspondence given to the EAB dated September 3, 2008 to 
the Garfield County Energy Advisory Board from Alan Lambert, past EAB chair regarding county commissioner 
candidates.  “Members of the Garfield County Energy Advisory Board I write this to clarify the matter of County 
commissioner candidates speaking before the EAB.  It was I who proposed, while still Chair, having the candidates 
speak before the EAB.  Since the EAB is mainly an educational forum I felt it was an opportunity for us to learn who 
the candidates are and their stances concerning energy production in Garfield County.  Each member of this board will 
be impacted in one way or another by whomever is elected to the commissioner’s seat and I think it’s best to learn 
directly from the candidates their views rather than getting our education from the rumor and propaganda machines 
that are so prevalent during an election.  This was to be an educational process only and NOT a political rally.  
Regarding the recent Board of County Commissioners’ decision not to allow the candidates to speak during the EAB’s 
open, public forum, I think that is wrong and possibly illegal.  Drawing from my experience on the Rifle City Council, 
a representative board’s public forum is open to all citizens to speak on whatever topic they want to as long as they are 
not slanderous and stay within the timeframe.  Unfortunately, this issue has been made into a political tool and is far 
from the educational opportunity that it could have been.  Thank you for your time, Alan Lambert.” 

Kathryn Bedell:  I have a problem with county commissioners not allowing the board to have someone speak. 

Daniel Padilla:  Is there a process for them to let us know in a timelier manner when they receive the board’s decision 
and are they here to defend their decision? 

Betsy Suerth:  John is it OK to recognize you in the audience? 

Greg Russi:  I object to candidate Martin addressing the board if all four candidates are not allowed to address the 
board and given the same opportunity. 

Sher Long:  Commissioner Martin is a County Commissioner. 

Greg Russi:  Commissioner Martin is a candidate for District 2 board and the other three candidates are here as well 
tonight.  We go with none or all four. 

Susan Alvillar:  If we ask Commissioner Martin to keep his conversation to the vote that was taken to disallow the 
motion we made and ask him to discuss that only, I believe I would like to hear what he has to say. 

Marion Wells:  I would like to hear what the other candidates have to say about this same issue. 

Greg Russi:  I would like to hear what they have to say about energy policy. 

Sher Long:  I think right now we are talking about procedures and policy.  As one of the three Commissioners that we 
report to, I would like to have Commissioner Martin’s input on why the board has come to us with this request. 
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Marion Wells:  I object because Commissioner Martin is also a candidate and if the board has been told we can’t have 
anything to do with political processes or any campaign issues, any time a candidate speaks in any open forum 
becomes open for discussion on that floor. 

Sher Long:  I am having a problem because this board did not ask the candidates not to speak, but only to speak at 
public comments. 

Marion Wells:  We have just been told that it is not appropriate for them to speak at all before the EAB. 

Betsy Suerth:  That is what we have been instructed and that is why I leave it up to the board to decide and give me 
some guidance on how you would like me to limit or not to limit for public comment.  If you would like I could 
recognize Commissioner Martin to speak specifically about the motion that was made on Tuesday and limit his 
comments to that. 

Sher Long:  I move to let Commissioner Martin speak on behalf of the Garfield County Commissioners to give the 
EAB some detail as to the request that was put forth to Betsy. 

Daniel Padilla:  I second the motion.  

Betsy Suerth:  All in favor? The motion passes.  I recognize Commissioner Martin to limit his comments to the 
activities on Tuesday morning. 

Commissioner Martin:  It came from a past complaint on political forums within a Garfield County building and 
employees involved.  A written policy was made that is more than 2 years old that there will be no use of public 
buildings within Garfield County, any paid employees and staff members at a gathering to hear any political activities.  
I did not take part in the vote. The motion was made by Tresi and seconded by Larry and passed 2-0.  I abstained from 
motion because I am a candidate. 

Kathryn Bedell:  If we excuse the paid employees of Garfield County does that clear it, or is it because we are in a 
county building. 

Commissioner Martin:  You are in a county building and there has to be a fee assessed for the organization that is 
holding a political rally and since there is no fee schedule you have to uphold the policy that there are no political 
platforms or activities conducted within the building. 

Marion Wells:  How far off public grounds do we need to be in order for this to be allowed? 

Commissioner Martin:  Under the circumstances it has to be off county property with no county employees involved. 

Sher Long:  So the commissioners are saying it is not OK for them to speak during public comment period? 

Commissioner Martin:  Not at all. 

Sher Long:  Not at all? 

Commissioner Martin:  What it amounts to is that no political activity can take place in a public building where 
information is exchanged by different candidates on any subject without a fee in place and with employees being paid.  
It is a violation of county policy interpreted and held up 3-0 with reference to that policy. 

Marion Wells:  What year did the policy become effective? 

Commissioner Martin:  Two years ago and was based on a complaint because of an airport meeting with county 
employees and candidates for county commissioners. 

Kathryn Bedell:  It doesn’t sound like there is anything we can do about it other than lodge a complaint with the county 
commissioners. 

Susan Alvillar:  Mike, didn’t you tell me that there is a sponsored event that the Citizen Telegram is sponsoring. 
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Mike McKibbin, Rifle Citizen Telegram Editor:  Yes, on October 7 at 7pm at the Rifle City Hall they will have the 
county commissioner candidates and are not sure of the exact format yet. 

Marion Wells:  Even with this ability to have this forum this issue was specifically about energy issues.  It is 
something that we have been in violation before without objection and I reiterate my position that the commissioners 
doing this on short notice without consulting this board is a procedural error. 

Jon Black:  Perhaps in light of what is being said here tonight it might be an issue for the board to put forward that if 
there is any communication that might affect how the board operates to be communicated and put forward to the board 
in light of such political issues so we don’t end up in this quandary again. 

Greg Russi:  Furthermore, this is an educational body with educational interaction that occurs here and I believe that 
what Marion said was accurate and reflected in the minutes that the presentation of the four candidates was to be 
educational on energy policy and it is extremely germane to the educational mission of this board and it is not a 
political rally.  I understand that Commissioner Martin used other words, but it is certainly not a political event. It is an 
educational event and we should have been able to hear these four speakers this evening. 

Sher Long:  We did not say anything about the candidates only speaking on energy issues, I do believe. 

Marion Wells: Yes we did. 

Michael DeBerry:  Yes and it is reflected in the minutes as well. 

Sher Long:  OK. 

Scott Brynildson:  We have a lot of people come in here and talk about energy issues and I see nothing wrong with 
this. 

Betsy Suerth:  It is only September 4, so this board does have an opportunity in October and perhaps you can give this 
some thought throughout the meeting and perhaps make a motion to solve this problem in some way that you see fit 
that we might be able to go to a BOCC meeting in the next four weeks or before the next EAB meeting and come up 
with a solution that better suits the majority of the board.  In light of this, a bit of education about the purpose of the 
EAB for me, I went back to the resolution that formed the board in 2004 and after reading the resolution I realized that 
there are many purposes and objectives that during my short tenure of about a year that the board hasn’t addressed.  I 
am wondering if the board would consider establishing a sub-committee that would revisit our mission and take a look 
at the resolution and come back to this body with a recommendation on what that mission is and if still appropriate 
considering our energy development environment today.  Perhaps there have been a lot of changes anyway since the 
resolution was formed.  This would come back to the board from the committee and the board could formally make a 
recommendation to the BOCC and perhaps a revision of the by-laws are in order after that.  Make the committee four 
people (1 from a municipality, 1 from industry, 1 citizen representative and 1 from GarCo Oil & Gas Liaison office).  
That is just my suggestion after giving myself a little education since Tuesday.  Again, I will open it up for a quick 
reaction to my comments. 

A discussion among members about the purpose of the EAB followed.  Betsy recited several provisions from the 
originating resolution and questioned whether the EAB does in fact engage in all those activities and whether they 
make sense.  Several members responded that the nature of the oil and gas activities and their relationship to the 
community have changed during the years since the BOCC’s resolution was passed. Some members believe that the 
most important task of the EAB is to provide public access to industry for the purpose of resolving problems.  Some 
variation of opinion was expressed regarding the degree to which the EAB is effective in serving that purpose.  The 
question was raised whether public participation has waned because awareness has decreased and whether there may 
be a need to conduct increased outreach to raise that level of awareness.     
 

Susan Alvillar moved to establish a sub-committee of four people with the composition that Betsy suggested to look at 
the original purpose in the original resolution and see if the EAB has been tackling the commands in the resolution or 
why they have not and come back to the board with recommendations.  Joanne Savage seconded the motion and the 
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motion carried.  The volunteers for the sub-committee are Besty Suerth for the Municipalities, Joanne Savage for the 
Citizen Representative groups, Judy Jordan for the GarCo Oil & Gas Liaison office and Jon Black for the Industry. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
  
•     Mary Ellen Denomy, a Battlement Mesa resident, requested Encana to look at well located at 95 west, 7 south, 

section 19 to try to determine what is causing strong hydrocarbon smells particularly in the evening.  Odors are 
especially noticeable when swamp coolers on.  Sher Long said she will take this concern back to Encana and get 
back to Mary Ellen the following week. 

•     Jim Bell with Rifle Channel 10 told the board that the reason John Martin gave for the BOCC motion is different 
than what was articulated by Larry McCown at the BOCC meeting.  Larry said that the EAB was an improper 
forum for political campaign purposes.  There was no mention of what John said about being in violation of a 
policy that was set up two years ago.  Jim Bell wanted to clarify to the board and to the public that there was no 
mention of what John Martin said at the Tuesday 9/2 BOCC meeting.  Betsy Suerth suggested that a copy of the 
BOCC minutes from that meeting be provided to the board once they are finalized. 

 
Scott Brynildson was confused and frustrated that the BOCC made a decision to not allow the county commissioner 
candidates to speak during the public comment period on energy policy. 
 
There was a discussion among members on what the consequences would be if they decided to let the candidates speak 
during the first public comment period.  Members suggested meeting with the Garfield County Attorney for advice on 
what to do in the future when the BOCC makes a decision that affects the EAB meeting. 
 
Greg Russi moved that the energy advisory board listen to statements from candidates for public office on energy 
policy which is educational and not campaigning and that these statements be allowed at our October meeting.  In the 
meantime, the Chair and Vice Chair of the board meet with the County Attorney as necessary on this topic.  Scott 
Brynildson seconded the motion, Judy Jordan abstained from the vote, and the motion carried. 

EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION 
 
Steve Anthony, the Director of Garfield County Vegetation Management gave a presentation on Weeds and 
Reclamation on Three Sites in Garfield County. 
 
• Please visit the EAB website at http://www.garfield-county.com/Index.aspx?page=768 and click on the minutes 

from the 9/4/08 EAB meeting to view the Power Point slides that Steve Anthony prepared.   
 
EAB MEMBER UPDATES  
 
Town of New Castle – Greg Russi had nothing new to report. 
 
City of Rifle –Mike Braaten reported that they are working with all municipalities, school districts and library districts 
in Garfield County as well as the County to apply for a regional grant for the new energy communities’ initiative that 
Governor Ritter announced.  It is an initiative that will direct 10 million dollars of severance tax to a one-time grant 
program.  All the government entities in Garfield County are working together on the grant application for over 2 
million dollars.   
 
Town of Silt – Betsy Suerth reported that they had an employee that was run off the road by a truck related to the 
energy industry on Divide Creek.  The incident was reported to the Sheriff and this individual was pretty shaken up 
over the incident.  Everyone please drive carefully on the roads.  The roundabout is on schedule and the intersection at 
9th Street will be getting more congested with no through traffic allowed down 9th Street at the intersection and no wide 
loads. They applied for a DOLA grant to fund an industrial grade bulk water station to serve the energy industry.  They 
will focus this activity in an industrial grade area to not disturb the residents. 
 
Battlement Mesa Oil & Gas Committee – Don Mumma reported that they have noise and traffic issues with Encana 
and possibly Laramie II.  He thought it was something that could be discussed further after the meeting. 

http://www.garfield-county.com/Index.aspx?page=768
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Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa – Scott Brynildson reported that they have heavy truck traffic and speeding.  He thinks 
landowners should apply for the weed control assistance and they all should take it very seriously. 
 
Roan Creek – Kathryn Bedell reported heavy truck traffic on Roan Creek Road. Re-paving will be starting soon.  
Please watch out for kids on the road with school back in session now. 
 
Parachute – Joann Savage reported that the Williams fire happened on her property and they were notified promptly. 
There were many emergency vehicles on site to control the fire.  The traffic in her area is under control and roads are 
being re-paved.  She thanks Williams for their efforts. 
 
Rulison/Taughenbaugh Mesa/Morrisania Mesa - Marion Wells reported that she heard from a citizen of Rifle who 
watches the EAB meetings and when the industry gives their updates they only mention things as an “incident.”  This 
person would like specific details of the incident like location, date, details of incident and what is being done.  It 
leaves anyone listening to the meetings in the dark about serious problems which have occurred such as water source 
contamination.  Marion was bothered by industry at the last EAB meeting and felt they were trying to alter a report that 
was given to the BOCC by the Garfield County Oil & Gas Liaison.  Expecting a county agency to report what industry 
thinks is inappropriate.  The Oil & Gas Liaison has her own job to do by reporting to the BOCC as her bosses.  It is not 
this EAB’s right or responsibility to influence any other member in the execution of their job.  This is a political issue 
above the purview of this board and it was about the revision of the state rules and how it affects Garfield County.  If 
the industry disagrees, they need to take it up with the BOCC directly or the DOW, not attempt collaboration.  She saw 
and felt the industry anger and is bothered by the undue pressure.  It was not an appropriate time or venue for industry 
to flex their muscle.  Industry needs to respect that we each differ in purpose, job and perspective on this board.  
Marion reported that they did pave CR 301 up to Holmes Mesa and have just finished paving Morrisania to 
Battlement.  The Holmes residents are asking when are they going to pave what is in between.  The same issues of 
speed, traffic, dust, odor, jake brake noise, out-of-state license plates, trespassing, haul-road violations, dangerous 
failure to follow regulatory signs, illegal turn-arounds continue to be a problem in the area.  She receives many 
complaints of odors continuing day after day. 
 
Antero Resources – Jon Black reported that they are working closely with the COGCC to be one of the first operators 
in Colorado to produce a comprehensive drilling plan (CDP).  They have been working closely with BLM on their 
acquisition located on BLM federal ground 7 miles southeast of Silt.  They are having regular inspections by BLM and 
working with them on environmental and production non-compliance issues.  They have 3 wells planned to be drilled 
at Castle Springs for 2008.  The 2009 plan is to drill 20 – 22 wells per year.  In the Rifle and Silt operating area it is 
their intent to engage trustees to update and amend the community development plan.  The COGCC has recognized 
this as an intrinsic tool to maintain operations in such sensitive areas.  The plan will be amended, as they plan to 
operate north of Highway 6 between Rifle and Silt.  They have 4 rigs operating; 1 in Castle Springs, 1 north and 2 
south of the Colorado River.  They have provisions for the 5th rig in the first quarter of 2009.  They have 133 
producing wells in the Rifle/Silt area and 19 producing wells in Castle Springs.  They have made a philosophical 
corporate decision to take all drilling practices and water systems to pitless and closed loop. 
 
Bill Barrett Corporation – Monty Shed reported that they have 5 rigs running south of Silt with 2 in Mamm Creek,  
2 in Divide Creek and 1 in Jolly Mesa.  They are experiencing curtailment due to the Rocky Mountain Express 
pipeline.  Their production is down for the month of September.  They just commissioned 7,200 horsepower of 
compression and another 4,000 will be ready for commission in the next couple of weeks and will improve their 
gathering capabilities.  They continue to add water infrastructure, which is working well to reduce truck traffic.    
 
Chevron – Michael DeBerry reported that they have had two injuries since last EAB meeting. They were both hand 
injuries that needed medical attention.  They continue to operate the 2 drilling rigs that they have been running for the 
last year and will continue for the foreseeable future.  They don’t anticipate bringing another rig in until 2010 which 
represents a slow down in development for them compared to what they had planned.  They are continuing to develop 
their regional infrastructure with pipelines, gathering facilities and a compression site.  This past month they 
commissioned a 30 inch export line for taking gas out of the Clear Creek valley and tying into the Enterprise system 
and transporting to their plant in Meeker.  They are continuing on with program as planned. 
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Conoco Phillips – Derek Wagner reported that their project continues to move forward north of Parachute and is 
mainly focused on Encana’s North Parachute Ranch.  Up until September 3rd they had 2 drilling rigs operating, but 
they just released one of those rigs to go to another asset.  They are waiting on the delivery of two more fit-for-purpose 
rigs arriving sometime this fall or early next year.  They are also doing everything they can to reduce truck traffic and 
dust.  Their temporary living quarters in Rio Blanco County are complete and housing over 100 workers, with a vast 
reduction in truck traffic. 
 
Encana – Sher Long reported that they are operating 12 drilling rigs; 7 in the South Piceance (3 in Mamm Creek, 2 in 
Parachute, 1 in Orchard area and 1 in Plateau Valley) and 5 in the North Piceance in North Parachute Creek that are 
simultaneous operations on all pads.  They have commissioned for 5 new-technology rigs.  They are producing 465 
million cubic feet per day.  They have 2,600 producing wells and drilled 295 wells in 2007.  The planned wells for 
2008 are 139 in the south and 130 in the north.  They have a 20-well pad on line on the ranch and a 32-well pad on the 
drawing board.  They are working on a vapor recovery system to eliminate greenhouse gases created by combusting 
VOC’s.  They have two units on line now, one is being installed this week and three future installations are planned.  
They have satellite water transfer stations set up to reduce water truck traffic.  The Grass Mesa station has reduced 
water truck traffic by 85%, East Mamm Creek station by 70% and West Mamm by 75%.  They have commissioned for 
a station in the Orchard area for late this year. The gathering midstream services reported that Encana has sold the 
Colbran Valley pipeline project to Enterprise.  The construction will start in the fall for a 22 mile, 24 ½ inch pipeline to 
start in Molina and end 5 miles west of Parachute.  They also have pipeline work going on in the East Dry Hollow loop 
in Mamm Creek field.  The first phase of the 7 mile 20 inch pipeline was completed in August and the second phase is 
scheduled to start in September and be done the end of October. 
 
Laramie Energy II – Wayne Bankert reported that they have 4 rigs with 3 in Helmer Gulch and 1 in West Mamm 
Creek.  They have 33 producing wells.  They spud 8 wells over past month and plan to drill 8 wells per month until the 
end of the year.  For the month of August they had 27 permits approved and 14 pending. 
 
Marathon Oil— Bob Coleman reported that they have 4 rigs on the mesa up Garden Gulch and plan to run 4 rigs this 
year and into 2009.  Their gas rates should be increasing.  They continue to build their water infrastructure to reduce 
truck traffic.  By the end of September they plan to pump 20,000 barrels of water per day and greatly reduce water 
truck traffic. 
 
OXY— Daniel Padilla reported that they have 2 rigs drilling north of DeBeque on multi-well pads, 1 in Logan Wash 
and 1 in Cascade Canyon.  They spud about 5 wells per month.  They have drilled 47 wells to date and currently have 
167 producing wells. 
 
Williams Production— Susan Alvillar reported that they continue to address the issues of noise, dust, speeding and 
odors.  They are now having managers patrolling the problem areas to confront drivers directly.  They have 25 rigs 
operating in the valley and in the highlands.  They have 2,600 wells and are producing 800 million cubic feet per day.  
Everyone is welcome to attend their 100th year picnic on September 10 from 3 – 6pm in Parachute at Cottonwood 
Park.  They had a rig fire last week that started at 1:30am on Wednesday, August 27.  There were no injuries.  The 
Rifle and Grand Valley fire departments responded immediately and did a fantastic job.  They were on-site from 
1:30am – 5:30pm until Williams had devised and implemented a full plan.  They thanked the responders, sub-
contractors, Savage family and tenant on site for their help and cooperation.   
 
Garfield County Oil & Gas Department– Wendy Swan reported that in August GarCo O&G received 13 total 
complaints (8 odor, 1 truck traffic, 1 truck noise, 2 truck speeding and 1 royalty payment).  Orion Energy was 
contacted to see if someone could attend the September EAB meeting to address a question from the public at the 
August meeting.  They were unable to attend, but gave contact information, which was forwarded to the citizen. 
 
Judy Jordan reported on the status of the results for Phase II of the Hydrogeologic Study:  Comments were given back 
to the consulting firm on the original draft report and they are addressing those comments.  The report is expected to be 
finished by the end of the month.  Susan Alvillar and Judy have been in discussions about the COGCC draft wildlife 
regulations and the effects of the timing restrictions within Garfield County and acreage affected.  Williams, Encana 
and Bill Barrett had a meeting with Judy and asked her to reevaluate her analysis.  There are several interpretations 
needed from DNR first before proceeding with a reevaluation.  Several citizens feel this conversation should not 
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happen just between the GarCo O&G office and Industry, but they should have an opportunity to be present as well.  
Judy proposed to talk about this issue as a group at the next EAB or as a future agenda item once new information is 
gathered. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
• Marion Wells moved that per Article III, Section 7 of our by-laws, letters be sent by the secretary, wording 

approved by the board officers, to members indicating the possible removal of a member to allow vacancies be 
declared and positions be filled and to accomplish the process by the first of the year.  Sher Long seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. 

 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
•     A group discussion on effects of timing restriction within Garfield County in relation to the COGCC draft wildlife 

regulations. 
•    Presentation on emergency response techniques similar to what was used during recent fire on a Williams pad.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Betsy Suerth adjourned at 8:45pm. 
 
MOTIONS PASSED AT THIS MEETING 
 
• To establish a subcommittee to examine the purpose of the EAB as reflected in the original BOCC resolution and 

return recommendations to the Board. 
• The energy advisory board to listen to statements from candidates for public office on energy policy, which is 

educational and not campaigning, and that these statements be allowed at our October meeting.  In the meantime, 
the Chair and Vice Chair of the board to meet with the County Attorney as necessary on this topic.   

• Per Article III, Section 7 of the EAB By-Laws, letters be sent by the secretary, wording approved by the board 
officers, to members indicating the possible removal of a member to allow vacancies be declared and positions be 
filled to accomplish the process by the first of the year.   

 
 
Prepared by Wendy Swan, Garfield County Oil and Gas Administrative Assistant 
 
Approved by the Energy Advisory Board on 
 
Date 
 
Mike Braaten, Secretary of the Board 
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