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GARFIELD COUNTY ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD (EAB) MEETING  
 Thursday, June 4th, 2009 

 Minutes (FINAL)  
Location: Garfield County Health & Human Services Building in Rifle, Colorado 

 
 

Suerth, Betsy    EAB Chair – Town of Silt 
Black, Jon    EAB Vice Chair – Antero Resources  
Jordan, Judy    Garfield County 
Braaten, Mike    EAB Secretary – City of Rifle 
Riddile, Art    Town of New Castle 
Mumma, Don    Battlement Mesa Oil & Gas Committee 
Robinson, Leslie   Grand Valley Citizens Alliance (GVCA) 
Brynildson, Scott   Mamm Creek/Hunter Mesa 
Savage, Joann    Taughenbaugh Mesa/Morrisania Mesa/Rulison 
Vazquez, Maria    Parachute/Battlement Mesa 
Simonson, Jeff    Divide Creek/Dry Hollow 
Donato, Scott    Bill Barrett Corporation 
Baird, Cary    Chevron 
Froistad, Kurt    Conoco Phillips Company 
Long, Sher    EnCana 
Leis, Ken    Laramie Energy II 
Vezza, Matt    Marathon Oil Company 
Kohn, Judi    Noble Energy, Inc. 
Padilla, Daniel    OXY Oil & Gas Corporation 
Alvillar, Susan    Williams Production 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Ms. Betsy Suerth called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. EAB members introduced themselves. EAB members in 
attendance: 

 

• Betsy Suerth entertained a motion to approve minutes from the last meeting.  Susan Alvillar with Williams 
asked for a correction to the minutes under the “Unfinished Business – Update on Williams settlement with 
CDPHE” section to read as follows: “Rick Matar, the head of Williams Air Quality department gave an update 
on the Williams settlement with CDPHE.  Rick stated that Williams had received some violations from 
CDPHE for a test they missed by a week and a report they missed by a month or two in addition to other 
alleged violations involving permitting of minor sources that Williams contend did not need air permits.  
Williams chose to settle the alleged violations with the CDPHE on the basis that Williams did not derive any 
financial gains from the alleged violations and there was not any harm done to the environment.  Williams paid 
a monetary penalty as well as funding a supplemental environmental project (SEP). The SEP per the State 
recommendation was to retrofit diesel buses with catalytic converters and/or filters to reduce pollutants from 
diesel exhaust on school buses in Garfield and Rio Blanco Counties.”  Jeff Simonson moved to accept the 
minutes with the changes and Scot Donato seconded.  The board voted unanimously to approve and the motion 
carried.  

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

 

• Marion Wells said there is a huge amount of noxious weeds on her property and adjacent properties and wants 
to know when the noxious weed management is going to be initiated.  Judy Jordan said she would check with 
Steve Anthony to see if Garfield County has any jurisdiction on the pipeline in her property. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
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• Public Comment Spreadsheet – The board read over Williams update to public comments from last meeting.  
Judi Kohn with Noble responded to Marion Wells comment regarding project Rulison from last meeting with 
the following statement: “There were 4 NOAVs (Notice of Alleged Violations) issued to Noble in the 
Battlement Mesa Area with respect to alleged noncompliance with a COGCC COA (Condition of Approval) 
which stated that a gyroscopic directional survey would be done on a well upon reaching TD (total depth) and 
prior to completing a well. These NOAVs were not within the boundary of the Moratorium area (1/2 mile 
buffer of the nuclear blast site) but rather within the Tier 1 Sector. In response to these NOAVs, Noble 
representatives met with the COGCC, presented their case that the gyroscopic survey's had in fact been done 
prior to any completion activities, submitted the gyroscopic survey data they had collected and the 
interpretation of the COA was clarified for the future. The COGCC agreed that Noble was not out of 
compliance and the NOAVs have been dismissed.” 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

• Revised Resolution meeting with BOCC – Betsy Suerth, Judy Jordan, Jeff Simonson and Leslie Robinson went 
to the BOCC meeting on May 18th with the 5th draft of the revised EAB resolution and more changes were 
made after the meeting.  Copies were handed out to the board listing the changes made by Betsy in a memo and 
a copy of the revised EAB resolution with tracked changes shown.  EAB members discussed the new changes 
and made comments.  Scot Donato moved to accept the changes Betsy made to the 5th draft of the revised EAB 
resolution as is and Matt Vezza seconded.  The motion was tabled to discuss further revisions made to the 
resolution.  Scot Donato moved to accept all changes as written and Ken Leis seconded.  Susan Alvillar moved 
to re-present the revised resolution with new changes to the BOCC and Mike Braaten seconded.  The board 
voted unanimously to approve and the motion carried.  Judy, Leslie and Betsy agreed to re-present the 6th draft 
of the revised resolution to the BOCC. 
 

• The July 2nd EAB meeting falls during a holiday weekend – Scot Donato moved to cancel the July 2nd EAB 
meeting due to the holiday weekend and Susan Alvillar seconded.  The board voted unanimously to approve 
and the motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

• CSU – Colorado Watershed Steward Program – Denis Reich, a water resource specialist for the western slope 
with CSU spoke about a project that they recently received full funding for and wanted to inform the board of 
the program and answer any questions.  The CO Watershed Steward (CWS) is a science based education 
program designed to fill hydrology and water policy knowledge gaps among watershed stakeholders, facilitate 
cooperation between different interests and promote local ownership and solutions for watershed-wide water 
quality problems.  For more information please contact Denis Reich at 970-242-8683 or 
Denis.Reich@Colostate.edu  

 

• Captain Duran with the CO State Patrol (CSP) Glenwood Springs office discussed the ticketing and 
accident report protocol between the State and the Sheriff offices.  Their Glenwood Springs CSP 
office works in Eagle, Garfield and Pitkin Counties.  In Garfield County, the CSP is responsible for 
all Garfield County Roads and State Highways.  They mainly patrol I-70, Highway 6 and Highway 13 
for the Garfield County area.  They respond to all incidents and crashes on the county roads or state 
highways and they primarily investigate accidents.  If the incident or crash happens on a public road it 
is the CSP’s responsibility to respond and if it happens on private property or a private road it is the 
GarCo Sheriff’s Office responsibility to respond.  On the public (county) roads and state highways, it 
is their job is to investigate a crash or violation of law and write citations, but if there are extenuating 
circumstances they may not write a citation.  When they write a citation they have to be able to prove 
it in court to a judge so they have to look for evidence that would lead them to build a good case.  If 
they are unable to prove what the cause of the accident/incident was they will not write a citation.  If a 
citizen insists that the CSP take a report of the incident, they will do the report, but not necessarily 

EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION 
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give a citation.  To call dispatch to report an accident or incident you can press *CSP or *277 from a 
cell phone or call 945-6198 and ask for Captain Duran or another Sergeant. 

 

Antero Resources – Jon Black reported that they currently have no drilling rigs or active fracing in the Rifle-Silt 
area.  They do have one workover rig conducting well and production testing.  They are still developing their water 
infrastructure to be an entire closed loop system.  They are moving forward with their CDP’s for north of Highway 
6 and now including Battlement Mesa.  In light of future drilling activity in Battlement Mesa, Antero is committed 
to being part of the Community Counts program and will continue to offer avenues of communication as they 
engage in a consultation process.  They plan to drill 2 wells in Battlement Mesa in August 2009 and they notified 
the public of their intent last week to give them the first notification.  Now that the initial notification has taken 
place, they will be engaging in a consultation process with all of the HOA’s, the Parachute watershed district, 
CDPHE and CDOW.  The first 2 wells will be drilled to the SE of Battlement Mesa and will be undertaking 
mitigation efforts for the usual suspects: visual, light, noise, dust, traffic and odors.  They have committed four 
payments of $250,000 each to the Battlement Mesa Board to be used for the community at the board’s discretion.  
They have also engaged in discussions with Jake Mall at GarCo Road & Bridge to identify heavy vehicle haul 
routes taking schools and residents into count as well as negotiations for road repairs affected by operations.  Any 
residents affected by their planned operations in Battlement Mesa who have questions, please contact 

EAB MEMBER UPDATES  
 
Town of New Castle – Art Riddile reported that they are concerned about the possibility of an injection well 
drilling by Antero Resources in the Elk Creek area.  They would like to invite Antero to come to a New Castle town 
council meeting to discuss the issue. 
 
Town of Silt – Betsy Suerth reported that they are finishing their comprehensive plan update and will finalize in 
July.  They are opening their bulk water station the second week of June.  They are also putting together the DOLA 
employee residence reports. 
 
Battlement Mesa Oil & Gas Committee – Don Mumma reported that Antero Resources will be drilling 10 pads 
inside the PUD and some pads are very close to residential areas. 
 
Grand Valley Citizens Alliance – Leslie Robinson reported that they are helping concerned citizens organize and 
produce a document to work with Antero on the Battlement Mesa PUD drilling. 
 
Mamm Creek/ Hunter Mesa – Scott Brynildson reported that any time you disturb soil, noxious weeds always 
come up and thistle is the worst.  A bull was hit and injured badly on Mamm Creek and they contacted Bill Barrett.  
He had some positive dialogue with Jeff Fandrich and they brought Monty Shed to the scene.  He appreciated 
BBC’s responsible reaction to the incident.  Regarding the Limbaughs, members of the EAB and the Limbach’s 
brought the matter of the damage caused by the industry truck to the electric line and property before the BOCC.  
However, the BOCC said they could not do anything to help because the matter was in litigation. 
 

bmesainfo@anteroresources.com or 303-357-7310. 
 
Bill Barret Corporation – Scot Donato reported that they have 2 rigs drilling and are planning for a 3rd rig.  They 
have drilled 21 wells to date and are planning to have 75 wells drilled by the end of the year.  They recently had a 
water management facility unanimously approved by the GarCo BOCC and appreciate their understanding of the 
needs and benefits for those facilities. 
 
Chevron – Cary Baird reported no injuries since last EAB meeting and no environmental problems at all.  They 
made a decision to lay down their last rig next week.  Their CPF will be coming on-line in September and will work 
on completing/producing/processing for about 70 wells between now and the end of the year.  They continue to 
monitor the economic situation. 
 
Conoco Phillips – Kurt Froistad reported that they do not have any operations in Garfield County.  They have had 
personnel cut backs in the Denver and Grand Junction offices. 
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EnCana – Sher Long reported that they have 3 rigs on the south side of the Highway, 1 rig on the north side, 2 rigs 
in Grass Mesa and 1 rig south of Battlement Mesa.  They are getting ready to frac south on Divide Creek around 
June 22 and they are presently fracing east of Battlement Mesa on CR 301. 
 
Laramie Energy II – Ken Leis reported that they have 1 rig in Beaver Creek where they will be for 30 days and 
then they are moving to Battlement Mesa.  They are currently not completing any wells, but have a couple 
scheduled for October. 
 
Marathon Oil Company – Matt Vezza reported that they have 1 rig running and 34 wells.  There has been no 
change since last EAB meeting. 
 
Noble Energy, Inc. – Judi Kohn reported that they are running the same 2 rigs and plan to stay with that until the 
next August EAB meeting update.  They are still working with COGCC and CDOW on their CDP. 
 
OXY – Daniel Padilla reported no change in operations since last EAB meeting.  They are not doing any drilling or 
completions.  They are producing 500 wells in Garfield and Mesa Counties.  
 
Williams Production – Susan Alvillar reported that they have the same level of activity as last month with 7 rigs 
running in Garfield County and 1 rig in Rio Blanco County.  They recently received information from the COGCC 
regarding the Rock Spring investigation that they have rescinded their two NOAV’s.  Williams now considers this 
matter closed. 
 
Garfield County Oil & Gas – Judy Jordan gave an update on the following issues:    
 
• Judy thanked OXY for a tour of their operations in Conn Creek that she and Steve Anthony attended. 
• The BOCC signed a letter that asked the Congressional Delegation to conduct an inquiry of the DOE regarding 

the Rulison blast site and what can be done to properly determine a safety zone around the site.  On June 4th 
Judy received a copy of a letter signed by Senators Udall and Bennet and Representative Salazar sent to 
Secretary Chu at the DOE and Director David Neslin at the COGCC asking them to address the questions 
Garfield County put to the DOE. 

• At the May 18 BOCC meeting there was a discussion between Sheriff Lou Vallario and County Attorney Don 
DeFord regarding the adoption of a model traffic code.  About one year ago the EAB had some extensive 
discussions about a model traffic code and what that might do in terms of the Sheriff’s Department being able 
to enforce the rules on county roads.  The movement towards adopting a model traffic code is going in the right 
direction and it may be adopted this summer.  The EAB deserves a pat on the back for initiating this discussion. 

• Wendy Swan reported the three complaints received for May 2009:  1 truck traffic; 1 haul route violation; 1 
smoke plume. 

 

 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

• Invite a facilitator from the AIPG meeting on fracing on August 8 in Glenwood Springs to come speak at the 
August 6 EAB meeting.   

• Invite Jack Kirtland with DOLA to speak about the new grant requirements, what funding will be available in 
the future, what they look for in projects and how they prioritize. 

• Leslie Robinson asked Jon Black if Antero could give a presentation on their plans for Battlement Mesa.  Jon 
said he could give a presentation in August or September on urban development and drilling in sensitive areas. 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

• Marion Wells said that water from a pad above her property came down after the heavy rainfall over Memorial 
Day weekend and ran over the storm water mitigation measures and flooded her recently plowed field.  On 
June 4th she was notified that the storm water containment was restored.  Then without notice or consultation 
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with her the pad runoff was directed down a gulley on her property adjacent to that field and had no erosion 
control in that gulley.  The gulley washout that ensued nearly upended the track hoe that was working on her 
property and filled her recently excavated spring pipe with mud and rocks and a boulder that broke the spring 
line.  The muck ran for nearly a mile and on June 3rd was deep enough at the spring to have had two men buried 
up to their chests.  She said that dumping on an adjacent property is just wrong and she is now left with the 
clean up.  She will take up this issue with the company she feels is responsible, but she just wanted to inform 
the operators on the EAB to be aware of these runoff consequences.  

 
ADJOURN 
 
Betsy Suerth adjourned at 7:47pm.   
 

• Betsy Suerth entertained a motion to approve minutes from the last meeting.  Susan Alvillar with Williams 
asked for a correction to the minutes under the “Unfinished Business – Update on Williams settlement with 
CDPHE” section.   Jeff Simonson moved to accept the minutes with the changes and Scot Donato seconded.  
The board voted unanimously to approve and the motion carried.  

MOTIONS PASSED AT THIS MEETING 
 

• Scot Donato moved to accept the changes Betsy made to the 5th draft of the revised EAB resolution as is and 
Matt Vezza seconded.  The motion was tabled to discuss further revisions made to the resolution.  Scot Donato 
moved to accept all changes as written and Ken Leis seconded.  Susan Alvillar moved to re-present the revised 
resolution to the BOCC and Mike Braaten seconded.  The board voted unanimously to approve and the motion 
carried.  Judy, Leslie and Betsy agreed to re-present the 6th draft of the revised resolution to the BOCC. 
 

 
 
 
Prepared by Wendy Swan, Garfield County Oil and Gas Administrative Assistant 
 
Approved by the Energy Advisory Board on 
 
Date 
 
Mike Braaten, Secretary of the Board 
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