
GARFIELD COUNTY ENERGY ADVISORY BOARD (EAB) MEETING  
 Thursday, October 2nd, 2008 

 Minutes (FINAL)  
Location: Garfield County Health & Human Services Building in Rifle, Colorado 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Ms. Betsy Suerth called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm. EAB members introduced themselves. EAB members in 
attendance: 

 
Suerth, Betsy    EAB Chair – Town of Silt 
Black, Jon    EAB Vice Chair – Antero Resources 
Braaten, Mike    EAB Secretary – City of Rifle 
Russi, Greg    Town of New Castle 
Jordan, Judy    Garfield County Oil & Gas 
Mumma, Don    Battlement Mesa Oil & Gas Committee 
Wells, Marion    Rulison/Taughenbaugh Mesa/Morrisania Mesa 
Bedell, Kathryn    Roan Creek 
Gross, Michael    Silt Mesa/Peach Valley 
Hamilton, Theresa   Garfield School District RE-2 
DeBerry, Michael   Chevron 
Long, Sher    EnCana 
Bankert, Wayne    Laramie Energy II 
Clifton, Leland    Maralex Resources 
Groffy, Bill    Marathon Oil 
Padilla, Daniel    OXY Oil & Gas Corporation 
Alvillar, Susan    Williams Production 
 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Betsy Suerth entertained a motion to approve minutes from the last meeting on Thursday, September 4th, 2008.   
Sher Long moved to accept the minutes as presented and Kathryn Bedell seconded.  The board then voted 
unanimously to approve. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
   
•     Jim Lemon, a resident on County Road 301 gave a statement on problems with the road.  He reported that prior 

to oil and gas exploration the only heavy trucks traveling the road were the fall shipping of livestock and 
occasional logging trucks.  Now due to the heavy gas industry truck traffic and heavy weight of the trucks 
many parts of the road are almost impassable and the road has deteriorated with corduroy ripples and potholes 
in many areas.  The personal vehicles of the citizens living in the area require more maintenance on suspension, 
air filters, tires, corrosion of vehicles, loss of hub caps, etc.  Williams has made a good faith effort to keep CR 
301 passable by grading and mag chloride, but the only way to solve the problem is to pave the remaining part 
of the road.  He thinks that Garfield County should partner with the gas industry to get the funding needed to 
pave all of CR 301.  Susan Alvillar with Williams said that she thought GarCo Road & Bridge and Williams 
were planning to pave all of CR 301.  Marion Wells said she was told that as well by GarCo R&B, but now 
they are only planning to re-pave the parts of CR 301 that were previously paved.  Sher Long asked Judy 
Jordan if someone from GarCo Road & Bridge could attend the next EAB meeting to give a report on the 
planned improvements for CR 301.  Susan said she would like to hear a report on what has been accomplished 
and what is left to be done.  Betsy told Mr. Lemon that the board would try to address his question by the next 
EAB meeting. 
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•    Doug Boyles, a resident on County Road 301, owns property across the road from the Williams ranch and 
adjacent to BLM property.  He was under the impression that Williams had planned to pave all of CR 301 this 
year and has now stopped.  They have done thousands of dollars of repairs to their vehicle due to the bad 
condition of the road.  With all of the truck traffic the road is a washboard with many potholes.  If it is paved 
like it was supposed to be, it would put an end to all of the dust, mag chloride and vehicle repair problems.  
Some other issues he has with Williams are the amount of trash the employees and trucks in the area produce 
and dried up water springs on the BLM.  There used to be several springs on the BLM before the gas wells 
started and now all of the springs are dried up.  This is a problem for the cattle and wildlife not having water 
available where it used to be.  There is also a culvert on CR 301 that is now fully exposed with a hole about 20” 
in diameter and large enough for a small child to fall into.  He said it is just a matter of time for this culvert to 
collapse if road paving is not done soon.  Susan from Williams said she wanted to make it clear that Williams is 
not doing the paving, they are just paying for the project.  It is up to the county to pick which roads and areas 
they are paving.  Betsy said they will report this problem to the GarCo Road & Bridge and hopefully they will 
come to the next EAB meeting with an update. 

 
•    Sam Robinson, a former member of the EAB, asked the board if there has been any resolution to the Limbach’s 

case.  It was read in the paper that the Limbach’s have filed a lawsuit to reach a satisfactory resolution.  Sher 
Long suggested to have Sam contact Scott Brynildson, a member of the EAB, for updated information on the 
Limbach’s case because he has been following it closely. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
•    Betsy Suerth and Jon Black attended the September 15th BOCC meeting to represent the EAB to ask if the 

board could have a session with the county commissioner candidates during the public comment period with 
specific boundaries that were voiced to the BOCC and the comments would be strictly for educational 
purposes.  Before the EAB request was presented, Commissioner Houpt, Commissioner McCown, Chairman 
Martin and the County Attorney went into a quick executive session to discuss the agenda item.  Commissioner 
Martin then recused himself.  After Betsy and Jon presented the request, Commissioner Houpt made a motion 
to allow the candidates to speak at the October EAB meeting with the specific boundaries discussed.  
Commissioner McCown said he had an issue with the EAB being politically involved and felt there are other 
ways for the public to hear the candidates speak.  Commissioner Houpt supported the request from the EAB 
with the specific guidelines.  The motion failed for lack of a second. 

•     Sher Long gave an update on the odor complaint from Mary Ellen Denomy at the September EAB.  Encana 
sent people out to area of odor complaint and they found sewer odors.  They spoke with Battlement Mesa 
people who said there were sewer problems going on.  Mary Ellen said the odors she smelled were definitely 
not sewage odors, they were definitely hydrocarbon odors.  Sher asked Mary Ellen to call Encana at the exact 
time of the odors to have someone investigate immediately and gave her a name and number of an Encana 
employee who is a neighbor of Mary Ellen’s.  Sher also said that the public should call the Community Counts 
hotline at 866-442-9034 at the exact time of an odor complaint. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
• Betsy Suerth gave an update from the sub-committee created to reexamine the resolution that formed the EAB.  

The members of the sub-committee are Betsy Suerth, Jon Black, Judy Jordan and Joan Savage.  They all met 
and came up with some initial conclusions of items to bring back to the board for discussion: 
1. Create more public interest in EAB meetings with the following: a. Industry reports could be more specific 

regarding pipeline plans, new road alignments, drill rig locations and length of the anticipated drilling 
process.  b. Establishing a more defined complaint and follow up procedure for EAB meetings.  c. Offering 
bulk of sponsored education sessions during the EAB meetings. 

2. The committee believes the resolution clauses regarding the EAB advising the BOCC on legislative matters 
should be eliminated. 
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3. Clearly define the citizen group area boundaries.  Have volunteers who live in the areas help with the 
process along with the help of GarCo GIS.  Marion Wells volunteered to help and Judy Jordan suggested a 
sub-committed be appointed at the next EAB meeting for this process. 

 
EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE 
 
• Greg Russi reported that they intend to begin monthly educational presentations in January 2009 – May 2009 at 

the West Garfield CMC.  At the last CMC educational presentation several people entered comments about 
what they would like to see for future presentations.  A handout summarizing these suggestions was provided 
to the board for review.  Greg asked the board to review the handout on the educational presentation topics and 
give their comments and suggestions at the next EAB meeting.  They are also thinking of implementing a new 
format to include an ask the experts panel discussion with a balanced presentation of three panel members 
consisting of industry, public and government representatives to answer questions on air, water and other 
topics. 

• Kathryn Bedell commented that she did not see any topics on the impacts to wildlife from the drilling industry 
which has been a hot topic in the newspapers lately with the hunting season starting up.  She suggested that be 
added as a topic. 

• Jim Rada requested the board to provide a letter of recognition to Pam Arsenault, who has served on the EAB 
Educational Committee since conception and is retiring as Dean of CMC – West Garfield Campus.  Greg Russi 
gave a motion to issue the letter and Sher Long seconded.  Jim Rada will draft the letter. 

 
EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATION 
 
Jon Black, the Operations Manager for Antero gave a presentation on the “Overview of Antero’s 
Comprehensive Drilling Plan based on the COGCC September 3rd draft rule.” 
 
• Please visit the EAB website at http://www.garfield-county.com/Index.aspx?page=768 and click on the minutes 

from the 10/2/08 EAB meeting to view the Power Point slides that Jon Black prepared.   
 
EAB MEMBER UPDATES  
 
City of Rifle –Mike Braaten reported that the roundabout is completed and the grand opening is slated for October 
28.  The municipal courts and police facility grand opening will be in mid November.  Rifle was a recipient of a 
grant from Encana’s community investment program to support their fall street sweeping program and they give 
thanks to Encana.  They are starting to have a big issue with downtown parking on the Southwest side.  Business 
owners have been complaining that people are parking in the morning and leaving their vehicles all day.  
 
Town of New Castle – Greg Russi reported that New Castle has seen a great deal of growth over the past year and 
on this year’s ballot they have a bond issue for $3 million for water treatment.  They are also going to provide a 
water irrigation system like the Town of Silt.  They appreciate Antero’s involvement with the community 
development plan. 
 
Town of Silt – Betsy Suerth had nothing new to report. 
 
Garfield School District RE-2 – Theresa Hamilton reported that they have been working on a $74.9 million bond 
project to have wrapped up in 3 years.  They have just opened two new schools, Riverside Middle School and Elk 
Creek Elementary.  They are still working on two other projects with a comprehensive renovation at Rifle High 
School and a new Elementary School in Rifle up 16th Street.  They get their funding by child head count and the 
total count has grown 7% from last year.  Thanks to Encana for providing scholarships to the after school kids 
program for families who cannot afford it.  Thanks to Williams, Encana, Conoco-Phillips and Antero for being 
huge supporters in the Rifle Relay for Life.  Williams was the top fund raiser by raising $20,000. 
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Battlement Mesa Oil & Gas Committee – Don Mumma reported that they are having more problems with 
speeding and dust on CR 308, which runs behind the town homes in Battlement Mesa.  It has been a headache since 
Encana moved in and now that Laramie has moved in the speeding, dust and dirt problems are even worse.  They 
started asking for the speed limit to be lowered from 35 mph to 25 mpg about 1 ½ years ago and it just recently 
happened, but the majority of drivers are not following it.  The major contributors to the problems are Dalbo frac 
tank trucks, gravel hauler trucks and water tanker trucks.  At the recent community counts meeting, a GarCo 
Deputy Sheriff said he would look into getting an electronic speed sign put up, but that has not been done yet.  Don 
asked if Laramie and Encana could please notify all of their contractors of the speed limit change.  Sher Long said 
she would call GarCo Sheriff, Lou Vallario and the head of their security for some help.  The more definitive the 
public can be about describing the violating vehicle with company name, truck number, license plate numbers and 
time of day, the better chance they have of tracking them down.  Wayne Bankert and Sher Long said they will get 
together to come up with some ideas to help with the speeding problem. 
 
Roan Creek – Kathryn Bedell reported that they have had dust problems with construction of a new development 
in the area.  The DeBeque commuter park and ride lot is always full and wondering if the EAB should address these 
rising parking issues from the gas industry with CDOT. 
 
Silt Mesa/Peach Valley – Michael Gross reported that they are affected by growth but do not have the drilling 
impacts yet.  Antero has the majority of leases in their area and they are very interested in Antero’s comprehensive 
drilling plan and the community development plan to know what is planned to happen in the future for their area. 
 
Rulison/Taughenbaugh Mesa/Morrisania Mesa - Marion Wells reported that the citizens in the area are excited 
about having their water wells tested by Williams and seeing the URS initial baseline follow up.  There is a lot of 
jake brake noise down Taughenbaugh Mesa into Rifle, Morrisania to Holmes Mesa and on CR 301 off Holmes 
Mesa into Rulison.  There are odor problems around Holmes Mesa to Morrisania Mesa and Rulison citizens are 
concerned about odor problems with 3 rigs operating at the base of the hill this winter.  Is there a way to monitor air 
quality at the site this winter?  A resident at 3959 CR 301 has health problems and the odors have an impact.  
Speeding, not stopping or yielding at signs and trash are still big problems.  Residents have noticed the elk already 
coming down in the area which is two months earlier than normal.  Holmes Mesa is 3.7 miles of unpaved road and 
it was promised by the county in May that it would get paved.  They have now been told that it is not slated to get 
paved this year and are wondering if it is because there are only 14 families living off the road.  The mag chloride 
and grading does not last and there is very heavy truck traffic on this road and there is a school bus stop on a blind 
curve.  These 14 families would like the County to keep their promise and pave the road to help give them some 
relief with the many problems created by the heavy truck traffic and bad road conditions.  The Burkes have still not 
heard anything about what was in the spill and they are still very concerned and moving forward in a legal forum. 
 
Antero Resources – Jon Black reported that as of October 2 they have spud 159 wells and 139 wells are on 
production.  They have 4 rigs operating with 1 in Castle Springs, 1 North of Colorado River in Rifle-Silt area and 2 
South of Colorado River in Rifle-Silt area.  Rig #4 in Castle Springs is expected to move prior to the November 30 
time restriction.  Rig #7, the Valley Farms E pad has 2 wells left to drill and will locate to the Gentry C pad within 
the area.  Rig #3 is the Colorado pad which is north of the river in the Rifle-Silt area and they are drilling the 
second of four wells and will mobilize to the Hoffmeister pad which will have the first well drilled North of 
Highway 6.  Rig #14 is the McPherson pad which is drilling the third of four wells and its future area is still to be 
determined.  They are carrying on with the water line infrastructure and developing water lines between South of 
the Colorado River to North of I-70 to tie in and reduce water truck traffic between those areas.  The project is 
expected to be completed by mid-November to early December.  They were involved with Rifle watershed and had 
inspections on all of their properties by a contracted consultant hired by the City of Rifle.  Their operations are 
preparing for winterization.  They recently had a meeting with BLM and ranchers in Castle Springs to re-establish 
water lines to deliver water for cattle.  Since July 4th they have spent $41,000 on weed mitigation on the property 
mentioned at the during the noxious weeds presentation at the last EAB meeting.  They have completed their first 
round of weed management and the second round should be completed late October. 
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Chevron – Michael DeBerry reported that they have had no injuries since last EAB meeting.  They did have an 
environmental event on a drill site.  While drilling, the surface casing of the well bore experienced a zone of lost 
circulation.  A small volume of drilling mud ran out onto the surface through a natural gas fracture about 300 yards 
down the side of the hill from the drill site.  They immediately suspended operations and contained the situation so 
the drilling fluid would not run downhill.  They notified the COGCC, ECOS environmental to work on sampling 
and clean up, the town of DeBeque and Judy Jordan with Garfield County Oil & Gas.  They are moving forward 
with facilities and infrastructure construction in Clear Creek Valley with about 300 employees per day coming 
through the gates.  Their plan is to continue running 2 rigs until 2010.  They have an initial consultation meeting 
with COGCC on a CDP the first part of November.  They will have security guards on their ranch to patrol for 
poachers during hunting season. 
 
Encana – Sher Long reported the South Piceance rig count has 3 rigs in Mamm Creek, 2 in Parachute, 1 in Wallace 
Creek/Orchard area, and 1 in Plateau.  They are sending a letter out to the 81635 zip code with an update on their 
drilling for the Battlement Mesa and Morrisania Mesa area.  They are doing frac operations on CR 302 right now 
which should be completed by October 7 and they will begin fracing at other pads in December. 
 
Laramie Energy II – Wayne Bankert reported that they had a fatality on September 8th that was not on the rig but 
by a pipeline.  They have 4 rigs with 3 in Helmer Gulch and 1 in West Mamm Creek.  Two of these rigs will be 
moving further south or west which they have not decided yet.  They purchased Petro Hunter assets in June and 
they are in the process of quickly completing 14 wells in the Battlement Mesa area with a lot of activity there until 
the end of November. 
 
Maralex Resources – Leland Clifton had nothing new to report. 
 
Marathon Oil— Bill Groffy reported that they have 4 rigs North of Parachute that will continue into 2009.  They 
have 10 wells in production.  They are working with Montrose County on a task force community involvement 
event the end of October and they are involved with the Tamarisk removal day on the San Miguel River, which he 
has a flier for and asks others to join as well. 
 
OXY— Daniel Padilla reported that they have 2 rigs drilling north of DeBeque.  They recently acquired 100% of 
PXP assets in Mesa County and the I-70 corridor near DeBeque.  The deal will be finalized early December. 
 
Williams Production— Susan Alvillar reported that they have 25 rigs operating with 19 the valley and 6 at altitude 
and they will have quite a few rigs in the Rulison area this winter.  They have drilled 2,600 wells to date and plan to 
have 550 wells for this year.  The rig fire is still under investigation by OSHA and the companies, so she will 
postpone the discussion about the rig fire until the investigation is finished to have all details.  Sheriff Lou Vallario 
came to an operators meeting and asked operators for funding to support and off-duty patrol program for the 
speeding and traffic violation problems and Williams has a check for $10,000 to give him in support of that 
program to help patrol the speeding issues.  They had a great party on September 10 to celebrate the Williams and 
Town of Parachute 100th year anniversary with about 850 attendees.  Donna Gray and Paul White recently met with 
14 Porcupine Creek residents to inform them of operations in their area, and they plan to have a meeting with the 
residents of Rulison as well. 
 
Garfield County Oil & Gas Department – Judy Jordan reported that the Department received 13 complaints for 
the month of September.  There will be a presentation made to the BOCC on November 10 with the results from the 
hydrogeologic study in Mamm Creek and the BOCC will be asked for an approval of the report and their 
permission to release it to the public. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
• Kathryn Bedell suggested adding the topic of impacts to wildlife from the drilling industry which has been a 

hot topic in the newspapers lately with the hunting season starting up.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – None  
 
ADJOURN 
 
Betsy Suerth adjourned at 8:19pm. 
 
MOTIONS PASSED AT THIS MEETING 
 
• To have Jim Rada draft a letter of recognition to Pam Arsenault. 
 
 
Prepared by Wendy Swan, Garfield County Oil and Gas Administrative Assistant 
 
Approved by the Energy Advisory Board on 
 
Date 
 
Mike Braaten, Secretary of the Board 
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