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Garfield County Public Health (GCPH) understands the importance and benefits of in-person learning and appreciates all 
of the hard work and collaborative efforts from our school and medical partners to help foster a safe learning 
environment, reduce the transmission of COVID-19 in the school setting and protect the health of our students, 
teachers, staff, and community members. In response to newly released school guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), GCPH has 
compiled additional information that we hope will assist our school leaders in planning for the 2021-22 school year. 

Recommendation for school districts within Garfield County 

Vaccinations are the leading prevention strategy in order to reduce the transmission of COVID-19. We applaud all the 
efforts our school partners have undergone to promote vaccinations within their communities. In the updated CDPHE 
school guidance, the state defines 70% as a high rate of community vaccination which, in turn, impacts which mitigation 
strategies are recommended for schools. While we understand that there are varying vaccination rates across Garfield 
County, standardizing the vaccination rate across the county is the threshold that CDPHE outlines in their guidance. As of 
July 28, Garfield County has a vaccination rate of 62.9% of eligible persons with at least one dose. If individual schools, or 
school districts wish to follow the quarantine guidelines that are outlined in the guidance document whereby 70% or 
higher vaccination rates reduce the need for quarantine it will be necessary for them to calculate their own rate.     

We recognize the challenges of planning and implementing COVID-19 protocols in a short amount of time and the 
burden of responding to fluctuations in the indicators, especially as some of our school districts encompass multiple 
Counties. Taking these factors into consideration, we plan to start the school year advising CDPHE’s COVID-19 
recommendations for “high-risk counties” for each of our three districts. 

Communication and Collaboration with Garfield County Public Health 

As we approach the upcoming school year, GCPH will continue to work closely with our school partners to achieve the 
following: 

• Ensure our school partners understand how to apply best practices to support a safe learning 
environment, as based on current CDC, CDPHE, and GCPH guidance. 

• Perform surveillance to track reported COVID-19 cases associated with schools, identify suspected or 
confirmed outbreaks, and follow trends in illness. 

• Provide support and recommendations to control and prevent further spread of disease in situations 
where school-based transmission is evident. 

• Support schools with proper implementation of disease control measures to manage and mitigate 
outbreaks. 

• Continue meeting with school leadership and medical providers to disseminate materials and 

guidance, and address school partner’s questions. 

• GCPH is readily available to support our school partners. Our collaboration will depend on good, 

bilateral communication with schools. Please contact GCPH with: 

195 W. 14th Street 
Rifle, CO 81650 
(970) 625-5200 

2014 Blake Avenue 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

(970) 945-6614 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance
https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance
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• Questions or concerns regarding school illness/exclusion policies; CDPHE school guidance; 

implementation of mitigation and prevention measures; access to resources (e.g., vaccinations or 

testing); or isolation or quarantine; considerations for school closures if needed. 

• Concerns over increasing COVID-19 case counts, respiratory illness, or high rates of absenteeism 

observed among students or staff. 

Additionally, GCPH will contact our school partners regarding: 

• Notification of a COVID-19 case reported among students, teachers, or staff. GCPH may request 

additional information pertinent to the case investigation, as noted below. 

• Identification or report of a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 outbreak. GCPH will partner with 

schools for all outbreaks to help manage cases, identify contacts, and make informed decisions about 

quarantine and exclusion.   

Communicable Disease Requirements 

COVID-19 is a reportable condition in Colorado. Schools must report cases to public health. Per State statute §25-1-122, 
§ 25-1-506, and C.R.S. and Board of Health Rule 6 CCR 1009-1:). 

• Schools are required to report any COVID-19 case they are aware of, including a positive COVID-19 test 

result in an asymptomatic person. 

• Schools are required to report both suspected and confirmed outbreaks of COVID-19 immediately 

upon identification. 

• Public health is authorized in state statute to conduct investigations of reportable communicable 

diseases, including COVID-19. We are permitted access to records and test results pertaining to these 

conditions, and will contact cases to conduct investigations. Public health may require isolation or 

quarantine of ill or exposed individuals based on these investigations. 

• There is no change in mandatory isolation requirements. Students, teachers, or staff with a positive 

COVID-19 test are required to isolate for 10 days from illness onset date, or test date if asymptomatic. 

Individuals with a positive COVID test may not test out of isolation. A person identified as a probable 

COVID-19 case through an investigation is also required to isolate for 10 days since illness onset. 

If an outbreak has been identified or if there are concerns about individual cases at a school, GCPH will: 

• Have schools assist in tracking and reporting new cases associated with the outbreak (such as will 

helping update an outbreak line list when school learns of new cases). 

• Recommend additional, layered mitigation measures such as masking, serial testing, and enhanced 

contact tracing and quarantine, in accordance with CDPHE and CDC guidance and in consultation with 

school/school district officials.  

• Request data such as lab results, symptom onset date, clinical signs and symptoms, exposure history at 

the school, epidemiological links with other potential cases, dates of in-person participation in school-

associated activities (academic or extracurricular). 

• Although CDPHE guidance for counties with high vaccination rates no longer requires schools to 

perform routine contact tracing in classrooms, GCPH’s investigation team will gather exposure 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=8099&fileName=6%20CCR%201009-1
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=8099&fileName=6%20CCR%201009-1
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data from school-associated cases and may request assistance from the school to supplement 

our investigations. This data is necessary for GCPH to track potential transmission in the school 

setting and to help evaluate whether a cluster of school cases indicates an outbreak. 

• Schools and school districts are encouraged to consult with GCPH to discuss additional measures 

that may be necessary to control disease spread within schools for outbreak management.  

• If GCPH sees a significant increase in severe COVID-19 disease and hospitalizations, particularly 

among individuals who are fully vaccinated, or children who are unable to protect themselves 

through vaccination, a change in guidance may be necessary.  

Testing 

CDPHE has announced a plan to launch a new COVID-19 serial testing program this fall. Schools, and school 
districts, may sign up to participate. We are waiting for more information around this program. 

Additional Resources: 
 
CDPHE’s Practical Guidance for Operationalizing CDC’s School Guidance 

CDPHE’s Addressing Symptoms at School and Return to Learn guidance documents following a positive COVID-19 

symptom screen. 

CDPHE’s School and Childcare FAQs 

CDC’s Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools 

CDC’s Scientific Brief: Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in K-12 Schools and Early Care and Education Programs 

Colorado COVID-19 Case and Outbreak Definitions 

Who Needs to Quarantine 

 

CDPHE may develop further guidance before, or after, the school year begins. This may prompt revisions to this 
guidance.  

 

 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance
https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-qAUd4g8tYDZ4KKIlbCc_yG0wkEHjiXV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-qAUd4g8tYDZ4KKIlbCc_yG0wkEHjiXV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nhgGIbakyAJY3XJ2TW44sw7btXXqISBR/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nhgGIbakyAJY3XJ2TW44sw7btXXqISBR/view
https://covid19.colorado.gov/symptom-screening
https://covid19.colorado.gov/symptom-screening
https://covid19.colorado.gov/symptom-screening
https://drive.google.com/file/d/178k4FO_-iJilaTp7fw0aVCvanbzGuemb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/178k4FO_-iJilaTp7fw0aVCvanbzGuemb/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fmore%2Fscience-and-research%2Ftransmission_k_12_schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/transmission_k_12_schools.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fmore%2Fscience-and-research%2Ftransmission_k_12_schools.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1e-IWLtzJNCgI2gzPONGvEASGgse85WuBmcToc9ev-74/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S-bXk2yFdFAjBPUMfT-KvNMvz6EA2A9r/view?usp=sharing

